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	NEWSLETTER No: 55
	The Voice of Darley Abbey
	Winter/Spring 2012

	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

7.30 pm Thursday 19th April 2012
DARLEY ABBEY VILLAGE HALL

Come to our Annual General Meeting and keep in touch with what is happening in your village. We value your support and input. You may be aware that The Environment Agency in Partnership with the City Council have at last drawn up firm proposals for upgrading flood prevention works in The Village, and particularly around the Mills. This will involve some significant new features being built. Representatives from both organisations will be attending the meeting to tell us more about the proposals so I do hope you will be able to come.


	Darley Abbey Flood Defence Plan Unveiled

	The Darley Abbey Society has been in consultation with the Environment Agency for the last five years over their proposals to strengthen the flood defences in the City as part of their Lower Derwent Valley Flood Defence Strategy. Due to budgetary restraints, its seems that the Environment Agency are not going to be able to fund this project themselves and have joined with the City Council to use the development potential of the area to deliver the improvements that are needed. The aim is to reduce the risk of flooding in any one year to less than 1%. The City Council and the Environment Agency have just published Our City Our River. This document sets out the detail of how the two authorities intend to protect the City and is open for discussion until 9th March. 2,150 properties are currently at risk of being affected by one of these major flood events. In Darley Abbey, all properties east of the River would be affected including the Mills.

The report concludes that the works to be undertaken at Darley Abbey Mills are needed to offset the increase in flood levels that would be created by implementing the scheme in downstream areas and to maintain the current standard of protection.

Therefore the opportunity is available to allow the existing defence level to be raised to provide protection to 1:100 levels. This would assist Derby City’s regeneration aspirations for the Mills. 
The full report can be found at http://www.ourcityourriver.co.uk/downloads/OurCityOurRiverMasterplan.pdf

	The Key points of the plan are:

· 20 year timescale to complete

· Part funded by the private sector using the planning system

· No high flood barriers in the City Centre

· raising existing defences around the Darley Abbey Mills including walls and earth bunds.
· A new pedestrian bridge over the River at Darley Abbey in a position still to be determined, as a means of escape if the Toll Bridge is flooded.

· Flood gates at each end of the Toll Bridge.

· Flood gates at each end of Haslam’s Lane.
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Artists impression of how the new footbridge might look


	Headlines


By Julie

Ladies and Men’s hair

Abbey Lane,
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	Darley Abbey Stores
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	MILL BUILDINGS ON
“AT RISK” REGISTER

English Heritage launched its annual Heritage at Risk Register and Industrial Heritage at Risk project on 18th October.  The register can be found at: www.english-heritage.org.uk/har  

This year, sites have been identified that require additional support and advice in order to remove them from the HAR register. EH will be working with owners, developers, trusts and local authorities to achieve the right solution for these sites.  Darley Abbey Mills has been selected as a Heritage at Risk priority site.
	AUTUMN OPEN MEETING

Another successful Autumn meeting was held on the 22nd September. The main speaker was Mark Suggitt, the newly appointed director of the World Heritage Site, who gave a talk on his role within the new management structure of the Derwent Valley Mills Partnership. This was followed by a break for wine and nibbles and a most informative  presentation from Colin Mitchell of Fish Media explaining the features of our new website.
	OUR WEBSITE

Please visit our website The main site  www.darleyabbey.com is a general news and information service for the whole of Darley Abbey maintained by Fish Media. It also forms a gateway to the websites of the various other organisations in the village. 
The Darley Abbey Society has its own site www.darleyabbeysociety.co.uk which can be accessed directly or through darleyabbey.com. Our own website includes a home page which gives a history of the Society and some general information. The rest of the site can only be accessed by members. Members are asked to complete a short registration form, and once their details have been verified they will be sent a password by email to enable them to get access to the site. The members area will contain past and current newsletters, a notice board with information on hot news topics and events. We also intend to publish minutes of Committee and General Meetings on the site as well. 

We have also set up a facebook page and would be interested in your views.
__________________________
Darleys Restaurant

Our congratulations go to Darleys Restaurant, who for the third year running have picked up the award for Derby’s best restaurant at the prestigious “Derby Food and Drink Awards, 2011.”

	CONSERVATION AREA STREET LIGHTING
As we reported in the last Newsletter all street lighting within the City is being replaced under a PFI (Private Finance Initiative) scheme by Balfour Beatty. Due to its status in the World Heritage Site, the conservation area is to have heritage lighting based on the lamp in the Church Yard made by Thos Crump and Company, of Derby in 1865.   

Through pressure from the Society, Balfour Beattie agreed to carry out consultation with those affected before the installations went ahead. A “drop in” session was held in the village hall on the afternoon of the 20th December.

One issue that was highlighted by us prior to the meeting, was that they had not intended to install any new lights on Mile Ash Lane. It was finally agreed that the four lamps proposed for the Car Park in Dean’s Field be used on Mile Ash Lane instead, and standard lighting installed on the Car Park. 

If you are unhappy about the position of any individual lamp, please do not hesitate to contact Balfour Beatty, who will be happy to discuss it with you, and if at all possible will amend the position of the new post.  If the new light causes a problem shining into your property, then they can place a back plate to alleviate the problem.  The important thing is to contact them SOONER rather than LATER.  

Contact details:

Mr Nick Perry or Catherine Wilson: Telephone: 0800 8766346  

Email: Nick.Perry@bblivingplaces.com
	

	Darley Neighbourhood Board

	The Board have set their priorities for the year which are:

· Anti-social behaviour

· Litter and Bins left on Streets

· Parking and speeding
· Child safety near schools
	The Board have agreed to fund the following projects in the village:

· £1,000 towards replacing the carpet in the Village Hall
· £1,000 towards work on St Mathew’s Churchyard
· £1,000 towards improving the Hydrangea Collection


	MICHAEL G RADFORD

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS
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Darley Abbey Mills

01332 205153
	Friargate Frames & Design

67 Church Lane Darley Abbey
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Picture Framers

Mirrors and Framed Pictures

01332 554744
	TERRACE TEA ROOMS

In Darley Park
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Good food all day  refreshments and Ice Cream

01332 556447


	Membership Subscriptions

The annual subscription is still £3 for individuals and £5 for households and is due on the 1st March. Please ask for a Standing Order form if you haven’t already completed one. If you prefer to pay by internet banking our bank details are:

HSBC Bank, St Peter’s Street, Derby

Account No:
52605023    Sort Code:
40-19-15

 I am sorry to say that we are still without a Membership Secretary and although we are having to cope with the burden falling on other committee members, we could do far more in terms of recruitment and the management of member services if we had one.

 So once again may I invite anyone who would like to get involved with the work of the Society to contact me or one of the other committee members.
Communication with members has been made so much easier with so many members now having email. If you think we may not have your correct (or any) email address please contact me at david_ling@talktalk.net.

Contacts

Chairman and Newsletter Editor – David Ling (551484). david_ling@talktalk.net

Treasurer – Helen McCoy (551436) Helen@darleyabbey.com

Planning development and conservation – Gordon Jones (364089) jones@darleyabbey.com

Council relations and communication – Joan Travis (557395) joan.travis@homecall.co.uk
Darley and Nutwood Nature Reserve - Keith Dodd (557249) keith@dodd394.fsnet.co.uk
Fodos Representative – Janet Dean- 342246 janet@people-matter.co.uk

Membership Secretary – vacant

Traffic and Transport – Chris Hall (740825) dchall.uk@gmail.com
	Darley and Nutwood Local Nature Reserve. Keith Dodd.
After a dry period of several months the 3 small ponds on the nature reserve filled up during the first week of January, and are now frozen over. They are ephemeral, filled only for part of the year, and it will be interesting to see how long they persist this year. Before the cold snap the first shoots of wild garlic were pushing through along the river bank, as well as a few pink brush-like flowers of Butterbur.

The reserve has large flocks of Redwing and Fieldfare at this time of year, but the relatively mild winter has lead to fewer sightings of Siskin, and no Snipe or Woodcock so far. For more information about sightings do visit the Bird Register on our website: www.darleyandnutwood.org.uk 

I am particularly grateful to Jean and Dave Roberts for their help in setting up this register and contributing so many records over the last 3 years, including information on those birds known to have bred on site. Paul Highman is now continuing this work.

You may have noticed that we have run out of leaflets since we placed leaflet holders on the notice boards. Hans Rieder, who manages our website, is updating the old leaflet and we will have them printed by the City Council shortly.

We have received another small grant from Derby City Council’s WildDerby project which will enable us to replenish the stone chippings at the main entrance path and on the steps and bridge, and to do some more scrub clearance on the main part of the reserve. This work will be done by BTCV volunteers on Thursday 9th February.

Our annual spring “tidy-up” session will be held in April or May, when we hope our own volunteers will once again turn out in force.

The revision of our Management Plan should be completed in the next few months, and will guide our work on the reserve for the next 5 years. The management group will be discussing a draft of the plan in February; and there will be an opportunity for wider discussion at our Open Meeting to be held on the nature reserve on Thursday 12th April, starting at 6.30pm from Mill View Gardens.

Please come along if you are interested; you will be very welcome.
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01332 342127/345263
www.patternsderby.co.uk  
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The Waterfront

Darley Abbey Mills

01332 364987
	Darley Abbey Mills
Historic Buildings to Let

www.darleyabbeymills.com
01332 364242

info@darleyabbeymills.com


	Traffic issues in Darley Abbey

Chris Hall

There has been little change to the usual traffic issues around the village, notably pavement parking; traffic rat running through the village along Church Lane and Mile Ash Lane, to get ahead of the queues on Duffield Road; and parking problems arising from the ‘school run’ to the two schools.  The Society’s Representation on the Transportation and Planning Sub Group of the Neighbourhood Board provides a means to seek the resolution of these issues.  
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The Society has been active in trying to get the Police to act over vehicles parking on the pavement at the corner of West Row and New Road.  The photograph shows the problem that existed – on one corner; vehicles were parking across the pavement completely blocking it.  Following action by the Police, the owners of these vehicles are now leaving some clear space on the pavement for pedestrians to get past, but probably insufficient for any wheelchair user or person pushing a double width child’s buggy.  It shows the limited action that the Police are able to take in these circumstances in what is basically a social problem of too many cars and insufficient space in which to park them all.  However, the right of pedestrians to have free access along the pavement must be respected too.

A speed indicating device is expected to be installed on Church Lane in the near future.  This will be for a limited period and is likely to be fitted on the section of Church Lane between South Avenue and St Matthew’s church and facing vehicles driving into the village.  It should prove to be most useful for the traffic count data that the device will collect.  The device is not expected to show a widespread speeding problem; the issue is more one of whether the 30mph speed limit is actually suitable for the location, particularly when the Government is encouraging the creation of 20mph areas in residential areas.   

Inconsiderate parking associated with the schools is a continuing problem.  Parking around the corner of South Avenue and Church Lane creates a hazard for other road users, but the Society’s attempt to get double yellow lines painted to prevent this was unsuccessful on the grounds that there is no record of any accidents occurring.

As ever, any views by members on traffic and transport issues in Darley Abbey are welcome.


	Darley Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Crime Report January 2012

Total crime for the month: 41

This incorporates the following:

Beat 510 – Broadway/Duffield Road area: 11 crimes

Beat 511 – Darley Abbey: 6

Beat 513 – West End estate: 16

Beat 514 - Noel Street/Pybus Street area: 0

Beat 527 – Nottingham Road/Chester Green area: 8

There have been a few thefts from vehicles (including number plate thefts) around the Duffield Road/Kedleston Road/Darley Abbey area. Unfortunately, we have also suffered copper and lead thefts in all areas. If you live near a school or a church please be aware of any suspicious activity or vehicles.

There have also been a few pushbike thefts in the West End area. If you own a bike, please ensure you have a good quality lock and it is postcode marked. If you need your bicycle postcode marked, then we could arrange that for you, please feel free to contact us. If you could also make a note of the frame number, this makes it easier to trace if your bike is stolen.

Youth Provision

Our funding bid for a Youth Club in the area has been successful. There is a lot of groundwork to be done before we can start. Some of the team attended a meeting with our Youth Worker and I’m really pleased to tell you that we have a provisional start date of Wednesday 7th March, at St Anne’s Church Hall from 6.30pm onwards.

Darley Priorities:

· School and University parking 

· Anti Social Behaviour West End area

· Youth Provision in the area

If you would like to speak to a local Officer you can contact us on 01332 552135 but please bear in mind this number is not manned all the time as we are out on patrol most of our shift but you may leave a message and one of us will return your call as soon as possible. If you want to record an incident or record a crime please use 0345 123 3333 or of course, the new 101 number. Please remember, we cannot try to solve an issue if you don’t tell us about it! Please feel free to drop into the office at any time to discuss any problems or issues you may have.

Darley Safer Neighbourhood Team

Sgt Jim Shinfield

PC Dalbir Janagal

PC Robin Singleton

PCSO Linda Ball

PCSO Matthew Clark

Allestree Office –          

 01332 552135

Derby Police -                
 0345 123 3333 or 101

Derby Direct -               

01332 255260

Council Parking Services - 
 01332 715027

Crime Stoppers -              
 0800 555 111 

Anti Social Behaviour Hotline -  
 0845 605 2222

	CITY CENTRE NOISE

Residents of Darley Abbey have reported being kept awake at night by loud music. The City’s Environmental Health Officers have spent hours of (presumably sleepless) nights tracking down the source of this noise which can continue until 4 am. They believe they have identified the culprits as two night clubs in Saddlergate who have (very) loud speakers in their open air drinking areas. They have persuaded the premises concerned to install limiters on the equipment. However, if you continue to be disturbed by this please contact Jack Twomey at the Council.
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